Course Assignments and Grading: First, there will be one short exam (consisting of multiple choice questions) about the top 10 to 12 core issues covered in the readings, PowerPoint slides, and videos or video synopses assigned for each one of the five Middle East Geography topics. Second, the students will be asked to discuss a specific problem/issue (under each topic) and write a (one-page/single-spaced, about 500 words) critical thinking essay. The short essay must (1) involve analysis and synthesis, (2) identify and articulate the specific problem/issue, (3) describe the manifestations and expressions of the problem/issue, (3) explain the roots and causes of the problem/issue, and (4) suggest some solutions or resolutions for the problem/issue. Third, the students will be asked to discuss a current or controversial Middle East issue in a homework assignment focused on encouraging the students to stick to the facts and to ground their moral and political judgment into facts, not the other way around. Final grades will NOT be "curved" and will be based on performance in the course. They will be based on scores obtained out of a total of 100 points: (1) five short exams (60 points, 12 points each), (2) five short essays (25 points, 4 points each; the 5th essay is 3 pages & is worth 9 points), and (3) five homework assignments (15 points, 3 points each). Occasionally, the students may have the opportunity to earn extra credit points through extra credit questions in exams and/or extra credit assignments such as blogs (designed for all students, NOT on an individual basis) to cover a current issue or an issue not covered in course materials. Grades are assigned according to the following scale: A+ (96% and above), A (93 to 95%), A-(90 to 92%), B+ (86 to 89%), B (83-85%), B-(80 to 82%), C+ (76 to 79%), C (73 to 75%), C-(70 to 72%), D+ (66 to 69%), D (63 to 65%), D-(60 to 62%), and F (below 60%). All assignments in this course (except blogs) MUST be completed and submitted to avoid a grade penalty equal to the grade(s) of the missing assignment(s).
GUIDELINES AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR CRITICAL THINKING ESSAYS [example: Essay 1 on Topic 1]:
Based on the readings, PowerPoint slides, and videos of Topic 1 ("Global Geopolitics of the Middle East"), write a one-page/four-paragraph essay entitled "The Global Significance of the Middle East." In Paragraph One, you observe and articulate in your own words the global significance of the region. In Paragraph Two, you describe the global significance of the region by giving specific examples. In Paragraph Three, you explain the causes/roots of the global significance of the region. In Paragraph Four, you indicate the implications & consequences of the global significance of the region & make a critique (positive or negative) from your own perspective. Follow carefully the format and content guidelines and instructions below:
The one-page essay is worth 4 points [4 percent of your final grade; the 5th essay is 3 pages and is worth 9 points]. It is designed to (1) stimulate your own independent thought and (2) encourage your own critical thinking and synthesis. It should also help you reflect upon and critically evaluate your own cultural background and worldview through the study of "other" cultures, regions, and issues. The essay should be persuasive and well written. It should consist of one single-spaced page [except essay 5, which should be 3 single-spaced-pages]. It should have around 500 words and four paragraphs. It should be carefully formatted in accordance with the following detailed instructions, which will ultimately help you learn basic and useful word processing skills from Microsoft Word (if you don"t know them).
You need a USB (Universal Serial Bus) on which you save your formatted essay as you work on it. Each page should have top/bottom margins of 1"/1" and right/left margins of 1.5"/1.5" as well as full justification. It should be single-spaced and should have Times New Roman as the base font. The page should have your name and Indiana State University as left headers and the course title and academic term as right headers. The point size of the headers should be 11. The title should be centered and should have bold appearance and a point size of 14. The rest of the text should have a point size of 12. There should be one space between paragraphs and no indentation. The standardized format is designed to help the grader and/or peer reviewer focus more on the content of the essay and not be distracted by the format (since it will the same in all essays). For your reference citations for Essay 5, use The Chicago Manuel of Style Online at: http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
The grade of the essay will be based on (a) drawing meaningful conclusions from what you have learned under a given topic, (b) turning the essay by the specified deadline, (c) following all the instructions concerning the format and content, (d) demonstrating your ability to think critically, reason clearly, and communicate effectively through writing. You find below some basic universal intellectual standards that will help you think critically and check the quality of your thinking and reasoning about a problem, issue, or situation:
UNIVERSAL INTELLECTUAL STANDARDS:
Universal intellectual standards are standards which must be applied to thinking whenever one is interested in checking the quality of reasoning about a problem, issue, or situation. To think critically entails having command of these standards. To help students learn them, teachers should pose questions which probe student thinking, questions which hold students accountable for their thinking, questions which, through consistent use by the teacher in the classroom, become internalized by students as questions they need to ask themselves. The ultimate goal, then, is for these questions to become infused in the thinking of students, forming part of their inner voice, which then guides them to better and better reasoning. While there are a number of universal standards, the following are the most significant: CLARITY: Could you elaborate further on that point? Could you express that point in another way? Could you give me an illustration? Could you give me an example? Clarity is the gateway standard. If a statement is unclear, we cannot determine whether it is accurate or relevant. In fact, we cannot tell anything about it because we don't yet know what it is saying. For example, the question, "What can be done about the education system in America?" is unclear. In order to address the question adequately, we would need to have a clearer understanding of what the person asking the question is considering the "problem" to be. A clearer question might be "What can educators do to ensure that students learn the skills and abilities which help them function successfully on the job and in their daily decision-making?" ACCURACY: Is that really true? How could we check that? How could we find out if that is true? A statement can be clear but not accurate, as in "Most dogs are over 300 pounds in weight."
PRECISION:
Could you give more details? Could you be more specific? A statement can be both clear and accurate, but not precise, as in "Jack is overweight." (We don't know how overweight Jack is, one pound or 500 pounds.) RELEVANCE: How is that connected to the question? How does that bear on the issue? A statement can be clear, accurate, and precise, but not relevant to the question at issue. For example, students often think that the amount of effort they put into a course should be used in raising their grade in a course. Often, however, the "effort" does not measure the quality of student learning, and when this is so, effort is irrelevant to their appropriate grade.
DEPTH:
How does your answer address the complexities in the question? How are you taking into account the problems in the question? Is that dealing with the most significant factors? A statement can be clear, accurate, precise, and relevant, but superficial (that is, lack depth). For example, the statement "Just say No" which is often used to discourage children and teens from using drugs, is clear, accurate, precise, and relevant. Nevertheless, it lacks depth because it treats an extremely complex issue, the pervasive problem of drug use among young people, superficially. It fails to deal with the complexities of the issue.
BREADTH: Do we need to consider another point of view? Is there another way to look at this question? What would this look like from a conservative standpoint? What would this look like from the point of view of...? A line of reasoning may be clear accurate, precise, relevant, and deep, but lack breadth (as in an argument from either the conservative or liberal standpoint which gets deeply into an issue, but only recognizes the insights of one side of the question.) LOGIC: Does this really make sense? Does that follow from what you said? How does that follow? But before you implied this and now you are saying that; how can both be true? When we think, we bring a variety of thoughts together into some order. When the combination of thoughts are mutually supporting and make sense in combination, the thinking is "logical." When the combination is not mutually supporting, is contradictory in some sense, or does not "make sense," the combination is not logical. Source: R. Paul and L. Elder, Foundation For Critical Thinking, June 1996, http://www.criticalthinking.org/articles/universal-intellectual-standards.cfm
Mission of the Foundational Studies Program at Indiana State University
"Indiana State University is committed to providing students with a high quality education that will develop their intellectual abilities while providing them with the skills and knowledge base they will need to successfully navigate the complexities of the twenty-first century. A robust General Education is the cornerstone of this goal. While your major prepares you to meet specific professional goals, the General Education curriculum prepares you to be an effective communicator, critical thinker, and an informed decision maker; abilities that are important in your role as a professional, consumer, and citizen. The Foundational Studies curriculum also exposes you to a diverse range of subjects that will help you to develop an appreciation of the fine and performing arts, enrich your life, and cultivate an awareness of historical and contemporary social, economic, and political realities." [ 
Don't believe everything you think!
In a book entitled Don't believe everything you think : the 6 basic mistakes we make in thinking (2006), Professor Thomas Kida identifies "the sixpack of problems" that leads many of us unconsciously to accept false ideas: (1) We prefer stories to statistics; (2) We seek to confirm, not to question, our ideas; (3) We rarely appreciate the role of chance and coincidence in shaping events; (4) We sometimes misperceive the world around us; (5) We tend to oversimplify our thinking; and (6) Our memories are often inaccurate. Amazon.com Be always wary of illusions!
